
The hobby of coin collecting is perhaps at an all-time peak in
popularity. In fact, interest in collecting in general seems to be
more popular than ever. Innovative U.S. Mint Programs, like the
State Quarters and Presidential Golden Dollars, have sparked a
renewed interest among older collectors while bringing in a surge
of new collectors. Some recent estimates have the number of coin
collectors swelling from 2 million to 60 million in the last ten
years. Within our own organization, obviously we have many avid
coin collectors, but there are others whose collecting interests
also run to outside areas that include everything from antique beer
cans and maps to vinyl records and sports memorabilia. These are
just a few of the many types of items that tickle the fancy of
collectors. As we were discussing topics for this month’s
newsletter, we became interested to know just what it is that
drives the interest of collectors. More importantly, we wanted to
see what, if anything, a collector of antique beer cans or sports
memorabilia had in common with coin collectors. So, with this
goal in mind, we sat down with Trey Cox and Robert Verde, a
couple of our senior executives, to ask them why they collect
what they collect.

Trey, let’s begin with you. In addition to
collecting coins, you also collect antique beer
cans and maps. How did you first get interested
in collecting?

TC: The beer cans started out as just a childhood hobby. My
mother used to take me out to scour the roadsides for cans. I would
clean them up and began building a pretty nice collection. It never
occurred to me they would one day have value. As I got into my
teen years, my priorities changed and I kind of outgrew it, but I
stored the cans in some boxes and they moved around with me
wherever I went. Years later, I was renovating a house I was living
in to turn it into a rental property. While cleaning out the attic, I
came across the boxes with my beer cans.
When I opened the box and saw all these
cans I had collected so long ago, great
memories came flooding in and I
immediately felt reconnected to my past.

On a lark, I decided to do some research
and I discovered there was an entire
other world out there of beer can
collectors I did not even know existed.
All of a sudden what had once been just
a childhood hobby became a serious
pursuit. Since then, I have become
somewhat of a specialist collector in the
area of beer cans from Texas-based
breweries. My most prized beer can was
a “test” can for Grand Prize Beer that
was produced by Gulf Brewery, a
company owned by Howard Hughes in
Houston. The can was one of only two
that was created, but never approved for
mass production. I like to imagine that
Howard Hughes himself may have held
the can as he was considering whether to
approve it or not. For me, that is one of
the biggest thrills of collecting is being
able to touch a piece of history.

Robert, your big area of interest is sports
memorabilia. How did your pursuit get
started?

RV: Having been an athlete and coach for
most of my life, I’ve always been a very enthusiastic sports fan,
especially of team sports. However, unlike Trey, my interest in
collecting did not take hold until I was an adult. It began with a
gift from a friend. Knowing that Mickey Mantle was my favorite
baseball hero, my friend gave me a gift of a Mickey Mantle
jersey. A little later after that, my wife gave me a very special
Christmas gift, an authentic jersey of my favorite football hero,
Johnny Unitas. To complete the trifecta, I acquired a Jerry West
basketball jersey and so my sports memorabilia collection was
founded on the jerseys of my three biggest sports heroes. After
that, I was hooked. Since then, I have become quite a specialist in
baseball memorabilia and love to collect autographed baseballs.

Trey, you also collect antique maps. How did
that come about?

TC: Map collecting is a relatively new
interest for me and like the beer cans, it started

kind of by accident. I’ve always been intrigued by ancient maps
and how they reflected our changing view of the world over the
course of time. For example, some early maps treated California
as if it were an island. So, I had purchased a few reproductions of
early maps and had them hanging on the walls in my office. One
day about five years ago, a business associate in the coin industry
was visiting and he noticed my replicas on the wall. Little did I
know, he was an avid collector of authentic maps and he
questioned why I was buying replicas when, for virtually no or
very little additional money, I could purchase authentic maps.
Once again, my eyes were opened to a whole new world I was

unaware even existed. Early mapmaking
was considered an art. Nowadays,
mapmaking is merely a mechanical or
digital reproduction and the art of it has
been lost. So, for me antique maps are like
collecting pieces of a lost art and looking
at them gives me a real sense of
connection to history and how our
knowledge of the world has grown and
changed over centuries.

RV: I agree with Trey about the connection
to history. That is probably the biggest
reason why I collect. Owning pieces of
sports history connects me with specific
moments in the lives of my sports heroes.
By now, I have amassed quite a collection
and it is well-known in my family that these
items are to be passed on to my daughters
and one day to their children, and hopefully
even their children’s children and beyond. In
this way, they will not only be connected to
those moments in sports history that I
cherished, but, on a personal level, they will
be connected to me as well, even when I’m
not around. As a father, that is a connection
that transcends any price I might pay.
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So you’re saying you would never resell your
memorabilia?

RV: Well, never is a long-time. However, the
only scenario I can ever imagine selling items

from my collection would be if I had to meet the basic survival needs
of my family.  As I said before, my motivation for collecting is
connecting to specific moments in history. While I am not interested
in losing a bunch of money, making a profit does not motivate me.
Both of my daughters have already stated to me they would never sell
the collection, because for them it is a unique connection to me and
my life. For them, that is worth more than any amount of money they
would receive from selling. Unlike many other areas where I could
spend my discretionary money, there should always be some interest
and collector value in these items. From my point of view, if an
authentic Mickey Mantle or Johnny Unitas jersey is desirable today,
then it’s future desirability is likely to be higher, especially in the
generations of my grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Trey, when did you first become
interested in coin collecting and
does that pursuit have anything in
common with the beer cans or the
antique maps?

TC: Like many coin collectors, I first became
interested by my father’s collection. He used to collect
all kinds of coins, nothing really
important, just coins he had come across
in pocket change or life circumstances. He
used to keep them in a box and every once
in a while I would pull them out and, with
a coin collecting reference book in hand, I
would look up each coin and read all
about them. I did this over and over, and
would read about the history and
specifications of the same coins repeatedly. Over time, I
became very interested in silver dollars. I liked them
because they felt so substantial when I held them in my
hand. So, I saved my money and purchased one for
myself and that is how my own coin collection began. Of
course, this was years before I was ever in the coin business, and
I did not even have an idea that one day I would be. During my
college years, I began working for this organization and never left.

It’s really interesting, even though I do collect coins, I consider
myself a collector first. For me, whether it is coins or beer cans or
maps, or anything else for that matter, the thrill of connecting to
history, of holding something in my hands that has made its way
through long periods of time and human events to find its way to
me, is the most exciting part. Imagining the course that an antique
map or a 19th century silver dollar has tracked, what hands it has
passed through or what it has been used for before it came into my
possession provides hours of satisfaction and enjoyment in the
contemplation. From my point of view, it doesn’t really matter if
it’s a coin, an antique map, a beer can or like in Robert’s case a
sports jersey, I feel the thrill is exactly the same. Money, and for
that matter, many collectibles are truly history in your hands.

Do you feel the same Robert?

RV: Absolutely, although I doubt I would
ever be thrilled over an old beer can. Then
again, Trey is probably not all that excited by

an autographed baseball. But, I do feel the thrill is the exactly
the same. We just have different interests. There is another
individual in our organization that is also a musician and a great
lover of music. He has a sizable vinyl record collection and I
know he derives great joy from it. He loves listening to the
music on them and studying the artwork and the history behind
the making of the records he collects. While I am not as excited
about that as he is, I feel comfortable in saying the excitement
he derives from his records is the same as mine when
contemplating a jersey worn by Jerry West in a big game. I also
know that he intends to pass his collection on to his daughter
just as I will pass my sports memorabilia on to mine. For
collectors of all types, the idea of building a collection that
becomes a legacy that we pass down through our families is

something we all have in
common, no matter what it is we
are collecting. At the end of the
day, that becomes our own
personal history and the
intersection where our lives
connect with the larger history of
the world. Sharing that with our
families, even the generations
that have yet to be born, that is
the biggest thrill of all. 

TC: I agree. Oftentimes, I will
half jokingly point to my beer can
collection and tell my 12-year old
daughter that one day this will be
your inheritance. She just rolls her
eyes. But, I’m serious too. She
doesn’t understand the idea of
“legacy” collections yet, but one
day she will. When she does, she
will look at my collection in an

entirely new way and realize what a unique connection it provides
not only to a larger sense of history, but to the personal history we
share as a family and that is like icing on the cake. Best of all, through
my collections my daughter will get to know me in a very special
way even long after I'm gone.

Q: When should someone start a collection?

RV: As soon as possible. My experience has
been that prices trend higher over time for
popular collectibles. Waiting, especially on the

“key” collectibles, has often resulted in me paying higher prices
later, assuming the item I desire is even available at all. I like to
keep in mind an adage: buy it now or risk paying more later, or
losing out all together. It is the same with rare coins. Especially
in the current market, it is usually better to buy sooner rather than
later.  It could save you money.

Call (800) 459-2646 and acquire your key coins today.
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The first two items in
Robert Verde’s sports
memoribilia collection:
Autographed player
jerseys of Mickey
Mantle and Jerry West.
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